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Abstract of the Invention 
The invention relates to a knife holder for a microtome. The knife holder has a plate 
arranged pivotably on its base member and arranged, in its functional position covering the 
cutting edge of the knife, spaced apart from the cutting plane to the side of the knife holder 
remote from the specimen side, and at the same time spaced apart from the knife holder on the 
side of the cutting edge of the knife. By this arrangement of the plate, any gripping of the cutting 
edge of the knife can be precluded in the functional position of this plate. In advantageous 
embodiment examples of the invention, the pivoting mechanism for the plate is coupled to a 
switch which has the effect that, when the plate is pivoted out of the functional position, the 
motor drive of the cutting movement is locked, or that a brake precludes any movement of the 
knife slide or specimen slide. So that observation of section removal is possible even when the 
protective device is in the functional position, the plate preferably consists of a transparent 
material. 




O/^T WELTDRG ANI S ATION FOR GEISTIGES EIOENTUM 

X A Internationales BUro — 

INTERNATIONALE ANMELDUNG VEROFFENTLICHT NACH DEM VERTRAG OBER DIE 
INTERNATIONALE ZUSAMMEN ARBEIT AUF DEM GEBIET PES PATENTWESENS (PCT) 



(51) Internationale Patentklassifikatfon 6 : 
G01N 1/06, B26D 7/26, 7/22 



Al 



(11) Internationale Veroffentlichungsnummer: WO 99/63322 



(43) Internationales 

Veriiffentlichungsdatum: 



9. Dezember1999 (09.12.99) 



(21) Internationales Aktemeichen: PCT/EP99/03175 

(22) Internationales Anmeldedatum: 10. Mai 1999 (10.05.99) 



(30) Prioritatsdaten: 
198 24 024.4 



29. Mai 1998 (29.05.98) 



DE 



(71) Anmelder (fur alle Bestimmungsstaaten ausser US): MICROM 

LAB ORGER ATE GMBH [DE/DE]; Robert-Bosch-Strasse 
49, D-69190 Walldorf (DE). 

(72) Erhnder; und 

(75) Erhnder/Anmelder (nur fur US): HEID, Hans [DE/DE]; 
Schubertstrasse 24, D-69245 Bammcntal (DE). 

(74) Anwalte: GNATZIG, Klaus usw.; Carl Zeiss, Patentabteilung, 
D-73446 Oberkochen (DE). 



(81) Bestimmungsstaaten: CN, JP, US, europaisches Patent (AT, 
BE, CH, CY, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, IE, IT, LU 
MC, NL, PT, SE). 



Veroffentlicht 

M it internationalem Recherchtnbericht. 



(54) Title: KNIFE-HOLDER FOR A MICROTOME 

(54) Bezeichnung: MESSERHALTER FOR EIN M1KROTOM 

(57) Abstract 

The invention relates to a knife-holder for a micro- 
tome. Said knife-holder has a plate (11) arranged on its 
base body (1) in such a way that it can pivot. In a func- 
tional position in which it covers the cutting edge of the 
blade, said plate is located on the side of the cutting edge 
facing away from the knife-holder, at a distance from the 
cutting plane and, at the same time on the side of the cut- 
ting edge of the knife, at a distance from the knife-holder. 
This arrangement of the plate (II) in its functional posi- 
tion rules out any possibility of access to the cutting edge 
of the knife (3). In advantageous embodiments of the 
invention, the pivoting mechanism for the plate (11) is 
connected to a switch, with the result that when the plate 
(11) is pivoted out of its functional position, a drive mo- 
tor mechanism for producing the pivoting movement is 
blocked or a brake prevents any movement of the knife- 
or preparation slide. The plate consists preferably of a 
transparent material so that the sliced material can also be 
observed when the protective device is in its functional 
position. 




